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AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
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AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
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AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
USINT BAGHDAD BY POUCH 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: FARM, UNGA, XO 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO INDIAN OCEAN AD HOC COMMITTEE 
REE: A) USUN 1196; B) STATE 89729; C) USUN 1139 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS CONDUCTED THOROUGH REVIEW OF USUN'S 
PROPOSED MODIEICATIONS TO THE US RESPONSE TO THE UN AD HOC 
COMMITTEE ON THE INDIAN OCEAN (PARA 7, REF A). WE HAVE 
PREPARED A REVISED RESPONSE WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL MEET 
MISSION'S CONCERNS WITHOUT COMPROMISING US VITAL INTERESTS. 

2. THE REVISED RESPONSE INCORPORATES MOST SUGGESTIONS 
MADE BY MISSION AND SPECIFICALLY INDICATES THAT THE US IS 
PREPARED TO KEEP THE AD HOC COMMITTEE INFORMED OF IMPOR- 
TANT DEVELOPMENTS THAT MAY HAVE A BEARING ON ITS WORK. 
HOWEVER, THE REVISED RESPONSE CLEARLY INDICATES TO THE 
COMMITTEE THAT THERE IS NO BASIC CHANGE IN THE US POSITION 
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TOWARD A MULTILATERAL CONFERENCE ON THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

3. IN TRANSMITTING THE REVISED US RESPONSE TO THE AD HOC 
COMMITTEE, MISSION SHOULD EOLLOW UP WITH THE SOVIETS IN 
NEW YORK TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEY WILL BE WILLING TO JOIN 
US IN KEEPING THE COMMITTEE INFORMED. IN VIEW OF EX- 
PRESSED UK AND OTHER ALLIED INTEREST IN INDIAN OCEAN ARMS 
CONTROL ISSUES, MISSION ALSO IS INSTRUCTED TO INFORM 
ALLIES IN NEW YORK OE THE SUBSTANCE OE THE US RESPONSE 
PRIOR TO ITS DELIVERY. 

4. TEXT OF US RESPONSE TO INVITATION OE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE, CONVEYED IN 
APRIL 14 LETTER TO AMBASSADOR YOUNG (REE C) FOLLOWS; 

BEGIN TEXT; 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF APRIL 14 INVITING THE US 
MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN CONSULTA- 
TIONS LOOKING TOWARD THE CONVENING OF A CONFERENCE ON 
THE INDIAN OCEAN AND TO COOPERATE IN A PRACTICAL MANNER 
WITH THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE INDIAN OCEAN. 
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THE UNITED STATES FULLY SHARES THE DESIRE OF THE INDIAN 
OCEAN LITTORAL AND HINTERLAND STATES THAT THE REGION NOT 
BECOME AN ARENA FOR MILITARY COMPETITION ON THE PART OF 
OUTSIDE POWERS. PRESIDENT CARTER, AS YOU KNOW, HAS 
STATED THAT WE ARE WILLING TO JOIN THE SOVIET UNION IN 
SEEKING WAYS TO ACHIEVE MUTUAL MILITARY RESTRAINT IN THE 
REGION. WHEN SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE WAS IN 
MOSCOW IN MARCH, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE US AND USSR 
JOINTLY EXPLORE THIS ISSUE. OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE 
AGREED TO MEET AGAIN AT THE WORKING LEVEL. 

WE ARE THUS READY TO WORK TOWARDS THE GOAL OF PROMOTING 
PEACE AND SECURITY FOR ALL IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION. 
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WE REMAIN UNCONVINCED, HOWEVER, THAT AN INDIAN OCEAN 
CONFERENCE IS THE BEST WAY TO ACHIEVE THAT GOAL. 
NEVERTHELESS, DUE TO THE INTEREST EXPRESSED BY THE AD HOC 
COMMITTEE IN THIS SAME GOAL, THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED 
TO EXTEND ITS PRACTICAL COOPERATION TO THE COMMITTEE BY 
KEEPING IT INFORMED OF IMPORTANT DEVELOPMENTS THAT MAY 
HAVE A BEARING ON ITS WORK AND BE OF INTEREST OT ITS 
MEMBERS. 

AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST RESPECTFULLY DECLINE TO PAR- 
TICIPATE IN CONSULTATIONS HAVING AS THEIR EXPRESS PURPOSE 
THE FORMULATION OF A PROGRAM OF ACTION LEADING TO THE 
CONVENING OF A CONFERENCE. WE WILL, HOWEVER, LOOK FORWARD 
TO SHARING VIEWS WITH STATES OF THE REGION AND OTHERS 
ON HOW BEST TO PROTECT THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE 
INDIAN OCEAN. 

END TEXT. 


VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OCEANS, COMMITTEES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 25-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 48778 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GBHELMAN:BFOPPEL:MR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770228-0390 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977061 8/aaaaapml.tel 

Line Count: 157 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 99d37e76-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 USUN NEW YORK 1 1 96, 77 STATE 89729, 77 USUN NEW YORK 1 1 39 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2031056 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RESPONSE TO INDIAN OCEAN AD HOC COMMITTEE 
TAGS: PARM, XO, UNGA 
To: USUN NEW YORK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/99d37e76-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



